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Rural

Bliss

Secluded, exclusive and idyllic…discover your forever
family home on May Lodge Drive, Rufford.
The Old Kennels lies along the private and exclusive
May Lodge Drive. Gated top and bottom, to reach this
unique and quirky home, you must first travel across the
prestigious Rufford Golf Course; an experience in itself!
Arriving at The Old Kennels, approach along the ‘in and
out’ driveway (no need for pesky three-point-turns on this
expansive driveway). There is also a large double garage
with doors to both sides, ideal for that classic motor.
Surrounding you; swathes of greenery. An eclectic
selection of established trees stands to the front, revealing
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an expanse of emerald lawn that continues to the rear
of the home. Beyond that, fields and hedgerows. British
rurality in all its splendour.
Step through the double doors into the glazed and
spacious porch - the perfect space to organise your bags
after a trip to the shops. Ahead, an impressive feature wall
of stained glass carries the light through into the entrance
hall beyond. Push open the solid oak front door to be
greeted with a voluminous hallway, coated in lustrous
wood-effect laminate flooring.
On the right, the mahogany staircase sweeps up to an
open balcony, revealing the true scope of this impressive
double-height hallway. At Christmas, strap an 18ft tree to
the curving bannister and watch the wow factor set in as
your astonished guests arrive for mince pies and port.
Brimming with light from the colourful feature wall
behind you, light also streams through from the open
plan living area ahead.
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Step into

The Light
If you think big can’t be cosy, this room is ready to challenge
your preconceptions. With large windows and patio doors
spanning the width of the room, the lounge basks in
sunshine all day long, creating a bright and cheerful feel.
Open and spacious, to the immediate left as you enter,
your convivial dining area is ideal for dinner parties.
Down two steps and the room opens out before you; a vast
room with space for three or four sofas. A feature multi-fuel
stove set upon a granite plinth takes centre stage - perfect
for cosy winter nights.
Bright and relaxing in the summer time, with the patio doors
opened out to the unfurling patios and garden beyond, this
room is also ideal for hunkering down on a chilly winter’s
evening with the blinds closed and the fire burning.
Perfect for party season, with space to mingle indoors and
the option to move the party onto the patio. From the
side windows, sneak a peek out to the garden and fields
beyond where horses graze peacefully.
If this open-plan entertaining space is the heart of the
home, a door to the right leads through to its stomach.

“It’s a lovely room to be in. The lounge is so open and
it’s great when the fire’s going.”
Owner’s quote
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“We spend a lot of time in the kitchen, we’re a family that loves
to cook. So we’re there together helping out and having a glass of
wine, that’s what we like to do.”
Owner’s quote

Family

Feast

A traditional Shaker-style kitchen recently updated with
new fitted worktops above light cream units. Soft grey
walls are protected with glossy black diamond-tiling.
A Range cooker with two ovens, a grill and large ceramic
hob, affords plenty of options when it comes to cooking
up a feast for friends. A dishwasher is conveniently
located close to the sink, with a large American fridge
with water feed.
Stash your tinned goods in the traditional pantry; lined
with shelves and cool as a cucumber, this old fashioned
larder is chock full of storage space, handy when you have
a hungry brood to feed.
The laundry room to the far end ensures all your ironing
and drying stays out of the way…it even has an airer,
tumble dryer and plumbing for a washing machine.
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Versatile

Design
From the kitchen, a door leads to a corridor which returns
you to the main entrance hall, passing along the way a
boot room (great for dog beds, wellies and walking gear)
and a large downstairs cloakroom with WC.

wealth of space down here that can be utilised in any way
you should choose. Currently used as storage, the heating
tanks are also stashed down here, neatly out of the way.
Returning to the main entrance hall, a corridor to the left
delivers you to an assorted collection of rooms.
First on the right, a large study filled with original features
swims in light from the large window. Light and airy, and
overlooking fields and the acre of garden outside, this is a
peaceful room from which to conduct business.
Built-in bookshelves stand to either side of the original
stone fireplace, with parquet flooring underfoot.

Tiptoe down the stairs to discover the origins of The Old
Kennels. Dating back to the 1800s, local lore holds that the
kennel masters who looked after the hunting hounds from
Rufford Abbey originally dwelled in these lodgings; hence
the home’s canine-inspired title.

The Old Kennels boasts such versatility of layout, this
room could comfortably become a snug, playroom or
even a guest bedroom; a delightful prospect in the
summer months with its patio doors opening out onto
the garden beyond.

Peep around the corners to discover little rooms with
fireplaces and authentic paving slabs worn to a curve from
years of footfall. Its romantic heritage aside, there is a

A sparkling white bathroom suite opposite is an added
benefit, should you wish to re-designate the study as a
guest bedroom.
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Entertain
With Ease

Across the way, decorated in contemporary colours,
discover a large double bedroom. Spacious and light, with
two large windows looking out to the front garden, there is
ample room here to install fitted wardrobes.
Next door to the study, a light bright room, decorated in
cheerful tones, overlooks the rear and side garden: simply
every bedroom at The Old Kennels has a view.
The ultimate entertainer’s home; take a look at your ‘pub
feel’ games room ahead. Ideal for parties and games of
pool, there is also access to the garage and outdoors
here alongside a separate bedroom. With only a partition
wall between the two rooms, why not remove it to create
a vast games room, or lay the foundations for your very
own spa with sauna and steam room?
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Relax &

Unwind
Making your way back to the entrance hall, take the
curving staircase up to a wide landing, where the
remaining bedrooms await exploration.
On the right a cosy double bedroom with pretty curtains
overlooks the side garden, light and airy with a white
wood-panelled ceiling.
To the left, overlooking the gardens and fields at the side,
discover another comfortable double bedroom, tastefully
decorated in a navy patterned wallpaper with gold
curtains and built in wooden wardrobes to either side of
the chimney breast.
Both bedrooms are serviced by a handy shower room…
leaving the enormous bathroom the sole property of the
master suite.
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Sweet

Slumber

A seating area to one end is the perfect place to rest and
relax in front of the television, whilst a dressing room to the
side ensures that everything is closed away and separate.
For the true jewel in the crown of this stately bedroom, slip
through to the enormous en-suite.

Directly ahead, the kingly master suite awaits. Spanning
the entire way across the rear of the house, this bedroom is
big, bountiful and bright.

With so much space, there is no jostling for elbow room
here at the twin sink. Underneath, drawers and cupboards
offer a profusion of storage options. Decorated in a style
classic to the era of this home, opulent tiling coats this
abundant bathroom from tip to toe.

Three large windows allow natural daylight to stream
through all day long. Warm gold wallpaper in a filigree
design adds to the charm of this captivating room.

A large walk-in shower is located to one end of the ensuite, with an elevated bath tub to the other side, whilst a
partition modesty wall conceals the toilet to the far end.

Ready for luxurious slumber?
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Slice

of

Paradise
At The Old Kennels, the outdoors never feels far away,
visible from most windows! Time to take a closer look…
Follow the sun around this treasure trove garden. Cleverly
designed, with a variety of seating areas over two levels of
decking and patio, there is space for sun worshippers and
shade lovers alike.
The patio area is enormous, with so much space afforded
for socialising. The Old Kennels lends itself so naturally to
entertaining. Outside the kitchen, a handy space for the
washing line, whilst the remainder of the patio is for leisure
and pleasure alone.
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Rose beds to the middle of the decking break up seating.
In the summer or winter, spice up the evening with a dip in
the bubbling hot tub.
Explore the vast swathes of manicured lawn, screened from
view by a sentinel of evergreens and conifers, with a large
hedge affording privacy from the neighbours.
Enjoy quiet refuge at the end of the garden, where a
majestic weeping willow sweeps down over the pond.
Meander amidst the apple trees, damson trees and plum
trees, discover the greenhouse and explore the garden
at the front and back of The Old Kennels. As the party
flows, watch happily as the children start a game of cricket
or rounders on the ample lawn. Space even for a large
marquee for that special family occasion.
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Out &

About
The best part about living along a private lane? Exclusive
access to Rufford Abbey Park via your own private gate. Only
residents of May Lodge Drive have a key.
Slake your thirst at one of the delightful village pubs on your
doorstep; Rufford’s Rose Cottage stocks over 70 gins! Or pay
a visit to the Forest Lodge in Edwinstowe or the Dog and Duck
in Kings Clipstone. All worthy watering holes.
For rest and relaxation, Center Parcs is moments away, with its
refreshing spa which non-residents are able to book in and use.
Commuters can look forward to a commute to London in
under two hours, with Newark station only 15 minutes’ drive
from The Old Kennels, followed by a train journey of under an
hour and a half. Ideal for combining the restfulness of rurality
with the pace of the City.
Amenities are close at hand too, with Tesco and Asda in
Ollerton only ten minutes’ away by car. Meanwhile, Waitrose is
handy too, located in nearby Newark.
So private, so secluded, and so accessible, The Old Kennels is
the full package.
If you are ready to start making memories in your forever
family home, The Old Kennels offers a versatile living space
with room to grow.

“It makes everyone come together - when anything is happening, it
happens here. It’s the perfect house for that, if it’s what you enjoy.”
Owner’s quote
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Call Sara on 01623 392352
Email: info@smithandcoestates.co.uk
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